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Mormonism 
Comparing World Religions Study 

History and General Information 
 The Mormons, or The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, were established in 1830 by 

Joseph Smith, who claimed to have a series of angelic visions 

 Smith claimed his visions told him that all the teachings of established Christianity were false 

 For ten years, he received visions from an angel named Moroni, who gave Smith golden plates with 

divine writings on them; Smith translated them using ancient tools also supplied by the angel 

 The result of the visions and translation was The Book of Mormon and the eventual founding of the 

Mormon Church 

 The new religion met early opposition and was forced to eventually move from New York to Ohio to 

Missouri to Utah 

 In 1844, Smith was arrested for ordering the destruction of the printing press for a local paper; while 

in jail, he was attacked and killed by a mob 

 After Smith’s death, Brigham Young rose to leadership, taking the Mormons to the Salt Lake Basin in 

Utah 

 There are more than a 13 million Mormons worldwide 

 Mormonism is the fastest growing and most successful cult in the history of the United States 

 300,000 converts per year 

Basic Beliefs 
 Many Mormon beliefs resemble common Christian doctrines, while others are directly opposed to 

mainline Christianity 

 The core of Mormon belief is contained in thirteen statements known as Articles of Faith and also in 

the Book of Mormon 

 The Articles of Faith:  

 Identities of God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit are affirmed 

 Every human commits sin and salvation is possible through the atonement of Jesus 

 Upon these beliefs, Mormonism determines itself to be Christian in nature 

 Believe in speaking in tongues, giving prophecies, and performing healings 

 Advocates compliance with all legal establishments and submission to civic and governmental 

authorities 

 Teaches individuals to be honest, true, pure, benevolent, and virtuous and to do good to all people 

 Breaks with Christianity: 

 God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are not one, but are three Gods 

 Jesus was a preexisting spirit son of God who was exalted to the status of God after atoning for 

his sin in the Garden of Gethsemane and on the cross; He then received his spirit body 

 Salvation requires: 
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 Belief that Jesus is Lord 

 Repentance from sin 

 Baptism by immersion 

 Laying on of hands to receive the Holy Spirit 

 The Bible is the word of God as far as it is translated correctly by Joseph Smith 

 It is one authoritative text, along with the Book of Mormon 

 God’s revelation did not close with the conclusion of the Bible 

 It continues through Mormonism’s chief prophets 

 Jesus will return to establish a new kingdom called Zion on the American continent 

 God was once a man who has reached an exalted state 

 This is a pattern for all men to follow so that they might also become God 

 God and Mary engaged in a physical union that resulted in the conception of Jesus 

 Her virginity refers to her mortal condition and God’s immortal condition 

 Because both Lucifer and Jesus were spiritually begotten by God, they can be identified as 

brothers 

 Lucifer was a begotten spirit of God who rebelled and became Satan 

 Mormon families established on earth remain families in eternal heaven because of the special 

ceremonies performed in a Mormon temple 

 Mormon church members can be baptized in place of dead people who did not follow 

Mormonism while they lived 

 Mormons teach that Mormonism is the reestablishment of the true Christian Church that was 

corrupted and lost after the death of Peter and the other original disciples. 

Elohim 
 Elohim, as God the Father is known in Mormonism, was once a created human being who himself 

had a father 

 He lives on an unnamed planet orbiting an unidentified star called Kolob 

 He was raised under Mormon teaching and lived faithfully according to it 

 Elohim was the first man to be exalted to God; As God, Elohim took preexistent matter and 

organized it in a matter that formed the earth; God is not seen as creator, but as organizer of earth 

 Elohim and his wives produced and continue to produce countless children 

 His children, if they take the opportunity to become mortal, populate the earth 

 Elohim has a physical body; he is not a spirit—he is not omnipresent, nor does he have total control 

over the universe, nor is he omnipotent or omniscient 

 Adam and Eve were the first of his spiritual children to come to earth; their offense was not sin, but 

was a functional necessity to demonstrate to humans their potential to be exalted as gods by 

following the dictates of Mormonism 
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Salvation, Heaven, Hell, and the Soul  
 Mormonism teaches that God will gracefully resurrect all of humanity and in the future pronounce 

judgment 

 The people who have lived this mortal life faithfully as Mormons will be exalted to become gods 

who each will receive his own planet to populate and over which he will have dominion 

 The realization of this comes through their own merit 

 Just as Elohim progressed from mortal status to exalted deity and continues to progress in 

knowledge, so, to, can any man similarly progress along the same path 

 For the Mormon, while death means the end of this life, it is not the final opportunity to reconcile 

with God and still attain heaven 

 Once dead, a person’s soul will be found in one of three kingdoms of glory, or levels of heaven 

 Hell, as it is commonly understood in Christianity, does not exist in Mormonism 

 For a limited number of people guilty of the worst offense in life, the outer darkness with a lake of 

fire and brimstone awaits 

Sacred Texts 
 Book of Mormon 

 Joseph Smith’s translation of gold tablets recording God’s interaction with people inhabiting 

ancient America 

 Provides historical narrative of Mormonism’s beginnings, claims that Mormonism fuflills biblical 

prophecies, and teaches distinctive doctrines 

 The Pearl of Great Price 

 Contains Smith’s autobiography, his translations of extrabiblical manuscripts, and exerpts of the 

Gospel of Matthew 

 Also lists Mormonism’s Articles of Faith 

 Doctrine and Covenants 

 Lists the revelations of Smith and subsequent church leaders 

 Details many of Mormonism’s exclusive doctrines (such as on heaven and hell, marriage, 

baptism) 

 The Bible 

 Mormons consider the Bible reliable only as it is translated accurately 

 Mormons offer the authoritative Latter-Day Saints translation of the King James Version, with 

more than a thousand changes from the accepted Protestant version that were personally made 

by Smith 

Jesus 
 Jesus is the primary personality of Mormonism 

 He is God, and he is God’s Son 

 He is the savior of the earth; all men can experience the salvation of God and become like God 

himself 
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 Jesus was a created offspring from a physical union in the spirit realm between Elohim and an 

unknown spirit wife, as well as from a physical union between Elohim and Mary 

 Jesus is the spirit brother of every created being, including the fallen angel Lucifer and all people of 

earth 

 God chose Jesus to be earth’s savior, and Jesus became man, obeyed Mormonism perfectly, died, 

and was resurrected as God 

 While he was alive, Jesus himself was married and will remain married for eternity in the celestial 

realm 

 Shortly after his death the resurrected Jesus physically returned to North America and established 

his church teaching Mormon doctrines among Native Americans 

 The religion was forgotten as well as divided until the time of Joseph Smith 

 Mormons believe that the death of Jesus is not sufficient to overcome all sins, and that along with 

believing in Jesus as God’s Son in order to experience salvation, one must also perform a life of good 

works and believe that Joseph Smith was God’s prophet 

Misc. 
 Local Mormon congregations organize geographically into wards that meet in buildings called 

tabernacles for regular worship; day includes Sunday School, worship (singing, teaching, prayer) 

 Mormonism emphasizes efforts to encourage young men to commit to two-year missions to 

evangelize people around the world with the message of Mormonism 

 Marriage is highly encouraged within Mormonism, as is having a large family (families established on 

earth are eternal) 

 Men are expected to be the leaders of their homes who guide their families in the teachings of 

Mormonism 

 Women are expected to help their husbands and meet the needs of the home 

 Church leadership is reserved for men only 

 The head of the Mormon church is called the president 

 Though it was the practice of Joseph Smith and remains so for some orthodox Mormons, polygamy 

is not practiced by the majority of Mormons 

A Christian Response 
 Highlight the lack of credibility for the Book of Mormon—it has numerous problems, not the least of 

which is that there are manuscripts for the book; Smith claimed the golden plates were taken back 

by the angel; Mormons simply rely on his word as a prophet 

 Also, if the Book of Mormon is the most complete book on Earth, as Smith claimed, why are 

doctrines added that aren’t in the book?  Furthermore, the book itself has undergone around 3,000 

changes. 

 A key to understanding Mormons is that they have absolutely unshakeable faith in Joseph Smith, 

their first prophet.  Facts to not matter.  Whatever happened, Smith is still their source of divine 

revelation, the foundation of their entire viewpoint. 
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 Problems for the Book of Mormon in archaeology: 

 No Book of Mormon cities have ever been located  

 No Book of Mormon names have been found in New World inscriptions 

 No ancient copies of the Book of Mormon have been found 

 No genuine inscriptions have been found in America in Egyptian or anything similar to Egyptian, 

which could correspond to Smith’s claim of using “reformed Egyptian” as the language of the 

plates 

 No ancient inscriptions of any kind in America, which indicate the ancient inhabitants had 

Hebrew or Christian beliefs, have been found 

 No mention of Book of Mormon persons, places, or nations have been found 

 No artifact of any kind, which demonstrates the Book of Mormon is true, has been found 

 While the Mormon scriptures contradict each other and the Bible, the Bible never contradicts itself 

that the God of the Bible never contradicts Himself 

 Be sure to define the terms; who is God?  Who is Jesus?  Is He the eternal Son of God, the second 

person of the Trinity?  Who is the Holy Spirit?  The third person of the Trinity, sent by Jesus after His 

departure from earth?  What is the gospel?  Does it involve free grace or required works by people? 

 For more help, see www.carm.org/biblical-response-to-mormons   
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